Finding Jesus in
Every Detail of the
Tabernacle

A journey through the wilderness sanctuary —
from outer court to the Holy of Holies — &y o
discovering how every element, every PASTOR LEIA EISENHOWER

measurement, every piece of furniture points to one Person:
Jesus Christ.



A Blueprint from Heaven

The Command

"Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them."— Exodus
25:8

To a nomadic people wandering in the wilderness, God gave an
extraordinarily precise blueprint. Not a rough sketch — but exact
dimensions, specific materials, and deliberate design. Why such detail?

Because this was never merely a tent.

The Shadow and the Substance

Hebrews 10:1 tells us the Law is a "shadow of the good things
to come." Every shadow requires a light source — and a man
standing in that light.

The Tabernacle is the shadow. Jesus is the man standing in
the light casting it. To study the Tabernacle is to trace the
silhouette of our Savior across the pages of the Old

Testament.



The Most Holy Place of the tabernade tent
vias a 15-%oat {4.6-m) cube, containing
only the ark of the covenant (Ex 25:10-22;
37:1-59). It was here that Yahweh would
descend 10 meet wath his people in a doud

The Holy Mace of the tabemacie tent was 30 et

(9.1 m) long, 15 feet (4.6 m) wide, and 15 feet (4.6 m)
high. It houseg the table (Ex. 25:23-30), the golden
lampstand (Ex. 25:31-40; 37:17-24), and the akar of
incense (Ex. 30:1-5; 37:25-29)

The vail separating the Holy Flace from the tabernacle
courtyard was simiar 1o the ved separating the Holy
Place fram the Most Holy Place, except that cherubim
were nol embdroidened on it (Ex 26:35-37). It hung
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theophany (dvine appeaance) an five golden pillars

The framed structure wars covesed by four
layers of cloth and skin (Ex. 26:1-14).
The bronze altar, also knoan as the ahar of bumt offering (Ex 27:1-8;
38:1-7), was made from a hollow wooden bax {7.5 feet’2.3 m Jang
and wide, and 4.5 feet/) 4 m high), avedaid with bronze. It had four
hams at its comers. It was ransported by means of twa poles on its
journey through the wildemess.

The encire tabernacle tent was 45 feet (14 m) long, 15 feet (4.6 m)
wide, and 15 feet (4.6 m) high. It was 3 wooden skaletal structure,
overlaid with gold, with no sokd roof o front wall (Ex. 26:15-29)
Five wooden bars {overlaid with gold) passed through rings
attached to each fame (Ex. 26:26~30)

- . The 30-fooe (9.1-m)-wide gated
'q:‘_ _ entrance 1o the courtyand was covered
\ with a screen made from blue, purple,
\ and scaret dyed yams that were woven
with fine twined linen (Ex. 38:18-20)

The brocge basin with &5 stand
waxs foe ceremonial washings
(Ex. 30:17-21; 38:8)

The surrounding hargings (fine twined inen curtairs cornected to pillars
and stabiized by quy ropes and pegs) stood about 7.5 feet (2.3 m) high,
The 60 wooden pilars were overiaid with bronze, stood i copper sockets,
and had capitals ovedaid with siver {Ex. 27:9-19; 38:9-17)
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(Cut-away view)

1. Holy of Holles
2. Ark

3. Vel

4. Altar of incense
5. Lampstand (Menorah)
6. Holy FPlace

7. Table of Showbread
8. Outer Vell

TABERNACLE
COVERINGS Curtain
AND CURTAINS Enclosure

9. Outer covering of baadger skins
10. Covering of ram’s skin dyed red
11. Curtain of goat's hair

12. Curtaln of fine inen

The Tabernacle

This portable templie was built in the wilderness by the Israelites circa 1450 BC after they
were freed from Egyptian slavery. The tabermacle was the first temple dedicated to God
and the first resting place of the ark of the covenant. It served as a place of worship and
sacrifices during the Israelites” 40 years in the desert while conquering the land of Canaan.
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The Most Holy Place was a 15-foot (4.6-m) cube, containing only the ark
of the covenant (Ex. 25:10-22; 37:1-9). It was here that Yahweh would
descend to meet with his people in a cloud theophany (divine appearance).
The high priest could enter only once a year, on the Day of Atonement
(see note on Heb. 9:7).

S B The table for the bread of e Holy Place of the tabernacle
The framed structure T — — the Presence (Ex. 25:23-30) t1€5mf wtas(, 43g fe)et (%1 m)cio?g'
was covered by four g ~ — — —— T feete(éelG m)g: "]’V' e, an
layers of cloth and %8 Sy . gn.

skin (Ex. 26:1-14). / '/'f ‘

The veil separating the Most Holy Place
from the Holy Place was made from blue,

purple, and scarlet dyed yarns woven The altar of incense

- 2 ? . Ex. 30:1-5; 37:25-29
w!t: flrr:e tvt;/_lned Imen.and embrorl]dered ( ) ‘ The veil that formed the entrance to the
\f’;[LtJr éoledr:n Igiln(aE:;. 26:31-33). It hung on The golden lampstand tabernacle was similar to the veil separat-

(Ex. 25:31-40: 37:17—24) ing the Holy Place from the Most Holy
: Place, except that cherubim were not
embroidered on it. It was suspended on
five golden pillars (Ex. 26:36-37).



The Outer Court: The Way of Sacrifice

Before anyone could draw near to God, sin had to be addressed. The Outer Court was not incidental — it was unavoidable. There was only one

entrance, and it led first to blood and then to washing.

The Brazen Altar — Judgment The Bronze Laver — Sanctification

OT: The place of constant animal sacrifice. Blood was required for OT: Priests washed hands and feet here before entering the Holy
atonement — no exceptions, no shortcuts. Place. Cleansing was not optional — it was required.

NT: Jesus is the "Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" The bible does not provide the “Bronze laver’s” size specifications.

(John 1:29). His Cross satisfied the full heat of divine judgment — once  NT: This pictures the "washing of water by the word" (Ephesians 5:26).
and for all. We are saved by the Altar (the Cross), but we are cleansed daily by
His Word.



The Inscription
The golden plate attached to the turban contains a Hebrew inscription: ) nin' ¥Tj?Qodesh la-
Yahweh). This translates to "Holy to the LORD" or "Holiness to Yahweh."

Symbolic Significance of the Garments

Each element of the High Priest’s attire served a specific ritualistic or symbolic purpose:

*The Golden Plate (Ziz): Attached to the turban, it signified the priest's consecrated status and
served to bear any "guilt" related to the holy offerings so that they would be acceptable to God.
*The Turban (Mitre): Made of fine linen, it represented the dignity and purity required of the
office.

*The Breastpiece of Judgment (Hoshen): This contained twelve different gemstones, each
engraved with the name of one of the twelve tribes of Israel. It symbolized the priest bringing the
people of Israel before God's presence over his heart.

*The Ephod: This was the colorful, waistcoat-like outer garment woven with gold, blue, purple, and
scarlet yarns. It served as the foundation for the breastpiece and the shoulder onyx stones.

*The Robe of the Ephod: This solid blue robe featured a hem decorated with golden bells and
pomegranates. The bells allowed the priest's movement to be heard within the Holy Place so that
he would not die.

*The Tunic (Checkered Coat): A white linen garment worn closest to the body, representing
personal purity and righteousness.

*The Sash (Girdle): A woven belt that symbolized readiness for service and the "girding" of the
priest for his duties.



The Holy Place: Entering the Life of the Believer

Past the first curtain, you enter a room with no windows — lit only by gold and fire. This intimate space housed three furnishings, each a

luminous portrait of Christ's ministry in and through His people.

A >
The Golden Lampstand The Table of Showbread
Fed by pure oil — never sunlight. In the Twelve loaves for twelve tribes — a
same way, Jesus declares, "I am the light constant, fresh provision before God.
of the world" (John 8:12). The oil is the Jesus is the Bread of Life (John 6:35): our
Holy Spirit, fueling the Church's daily sustenance, our nourishment for
testimony of Christ in a dark world. the journey, and the host who invites us

to His table.
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The Altar of Incense

Positioned just before the Veil, sweet
smoke rising upward — a picture of
prayer ascending to God. It represents
the intercession of the saints and,
supremely, the High Priestly prayer of
Jesus (Hebrews 7:25): He ever lives to

make intercession for us.




Behind the Veil: The Ark of the Covenant

The Veil — thick, heavy, embroidered with cherubim — separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. Only the High Priest could enter,
once a year, with blood. Then, at the moment of Christ's death, Matthew 27:51 records that it was torn in two — from top to bottom. God did

the tearing.

Acacia Wood Pure Gold

The chest was built from acacia wood The gold overlay speaks of His deity —
overlaid with pure gold. The wood speaks fully God, eternal, holy, and without

of His humanity — a real man, born of a blemish. Two natures, one Ark. Two

woman, who suffered. natures, one Christ.




The Mercy Seat:
Propitiation

The Mercy Seat was the lid of the
Ark —
solid gold,
flanked by two cherubim with
wings stretched overhead.

The New Testament Reality
In Romans 3:25, Paul writes that God presented
Jesus as a propitiation — the Greek word is

The Old Testament Picture hilasterion, which literally means "Mercy Seat."

The Tablets of Law Aaron's Rod
The Jar of Manna The rod that budded —
God's perfect standard- In Christ, the law Jesus is the true Manna from heaven — representing God's chosen authority.
is fulfilled, not abolished (Matthew 5:17). the Bread that gives eternal life Christ is the ultimate High Priest

(John 6:49-51). (Hebrews 7:16).



The Architecture of Grace: Built Inside Out

Here is one of the most overlooked truths about the Tabernacle: God gave Moses the instructions from the inside out. He began with the Ark (Exodus 25), then moved
outward through the furnishings, the curtains, and finally the courtyard. The heart of worship was designed first.

The Outer Court

The Witness: outward
testimony

The Ark

The Heart: God’s
presence within

The Holy Place

The Life: worship and
service

This is the pattern of grace in every believer's life. Christ does not renovate the exterior and work His way in.
He takes up residence at the center — in the heart — and works His transformation outward. The indwelling
Christ is always the starting point.



He "Tabernacled" Among Us

‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth."— John 1:14

The Greek Word Changes Everything

The word translated "dwelt” in John 1:14 1s

the Greek skenoo — meaning "fo pitch a tent” or "to
tabernacle."”

John is making an unmistakable announcement: the God who

once dwelled in a tent of skins and acacia wood has now pitched His tent
in human flesh. The Tabernacle was always temporary — a preview. The
Incarnation is the fulfillment. Jesus did not just visit; He moved in.

The glory that once filled the desert sanctuary — the Shekinah

— was now walking among fishermen and tax collectors in
sandals.
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From Tent to Temple: The Invitation

The Tabernacle was always moving toward something greater — toward us.

We Are the Temple

1 Corinthians 6:19 — "Do you not know

that your body is a temple of the Holy

Spirit within you?" We no longer need
curtains or altars. The dwelling place of

God is now a people.

Approach Boldly

Because of the torn Veil — the body of
Christ — we are invited to come to the
Throne of Grace with confidence
(Hebrews 4:16). Not presumption. Not
fear. But the boldness of children who
know their Father.

Live from the Inside Out

Let Christ begin in your heart and
extend outward — into your words,
your relationships, your witness. The
Tabernacle was built inside out. So is a
life surrendered to Him.

[J Closing Prayer: Father, thank You that we no longer need a physical tent woven with linen and dyed with scarlet. You have made us

Your dwelling place. May we live as people who carry Your presence — with reverence, with joy, and with boldness. In Jesus' name,

Amen.
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