Missions Without Compromise

Lessons from Nadab and Abihu - Leviticus 10:1- 11

A call to believers and leaders to serve God faithfully on
His terms - with genuine holiness, surrendered hearts,
and a mission rooted in biblical truth.

[ LEIA EISENHOWER )




The Death of Nadab and Abihu (NLT)

10 Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before
the Lord, contrary to his command. 2 So fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before
the Lord. 3 Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke of when he said:

Among those who approach me
I will be proved holy;

in the sight of all the people

I will be honored.”™

Aaron remained silent.

4 Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel, and said to them, “Come here; carry your cousins outside
the camp, away from the front of the sanctuary.” 5 So they came and carried them, still in their tunics, outside the camp, as Moses
ordered.

6 Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, “Do not let your hair become unkemptlLal and do not tear your
clothes, or you will die and the Lord will be angry with the whole community. But your relatives, all the Israelites, may mourn for
those the Lord has destroyed by fire. 7 Do not leave the entrance to the tent of meeting or you will die, because the Lord’s
anointing oil is on you.” So, they did as Moses said.

8 Then the Lord said to Aaron, 9 “You and your sons are not to drink wine or other fermented drink whenever you go into the tent
of meeting, or you will die. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, 10 so that you can distinguish between the holy
and the common, between the unclean and the clean, 11 and so you can teach the Israelites all the decrees the Lord has given
them through Moses.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2010%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-2984a

Defining the Task

What Is a Mission?

A specific task with which a person or a group is
""separated' and assigned to complete.
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/ ’\ Every believer called by God has been set apart —
e = not merely for service, but for holy obedience.
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=" The question is:

how are you answering God's call?



Part I — The Calling

The Weight of the Separation

The Preparation (Leviticus 8)

Aaron and his sons spent seven days at the Tabernacle door - washed, anointed,
consecrated with blood applied to their ears, hands, and feet. The calling was deliberate,
costly, and holy.

The Parallel for Every Believer

Like Nadab and Abihu, every believer is separated for holy work - set apart to stand between a
Holy God and a lost people. This calling is glorious. It is not casual.

The Warning
Moses charged them: 'Keep the charge of the Lord, so that you do not die.”

To be separated by God is to be held to a standard of absolute obedience.




The Priests Begin Their Work

9 After the ordination ceremony, on the eighth day, Moses called together Aaron and his sons and the
elders of Israel. 2 He said to Aaron, “Take a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both
without defects, and present them to the LORD. 3 Then tell the Israelites, ‘Take a male goat for a sin
offering, and take a calf and a lamb, both a year old and without defects, for a burnt offering. 4 Also take a
bulllel and a ram for a peace offering and flour moistened with olive oil for a grain offering. Present all
these offerings to the LORD because the LORD will appear to you today.”™

22 After that, Aaron raised his hands toward the people and blessed them. Then, after presenting the sin
offering, the burnt offering, and the peace offering, he stepped down from the altar. 23 Then Moses and
Aaron went into the Tabernacle, and when they came back out, they blessed the people again, and the
glory of the LORD appeared to the whole community. 24 Fire blazed forth from the LORD’s presence and
consumed the burnt offering and the fat on the altar. When the people saw this, they shouted with joy and
fell face down on the ground.

The Death of Nadab and Abihu

10 Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in

Among those who

them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire approach me
before the Lord, contrary to his command. 2 So fire came out I will be proved holy;
from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they in the sight of all the
died before the Lord. 3 Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what people

the Lord spoke of when he said: I will be honored.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%209&version=NLT#fen-NLT-2958a

Part II — The Danger

The Sin of Strange Fire

The fire of God fell in Leviticus 9. But in Leviticus 10, Nadab and Abihu offered Zarah - Strange Fire. Not
commanded. Not surrendered. They did it thinking it would be ok!

What Is Strange Fire? The Sin of Presumption The Heart of the Warning

Doing God's work while They acted on their own, God is more concerned with
substituting the Holy Spirit's without waiting for a the holiness of the

power with our own command. messenger than the success
choices- "I didn't think it God called us to make of the method. He does not
was wrong," "Everyone else disciples. It starts by being a need our fire - He requires
does it,” "This is not hurting disciple. our surrender to His.
anyone."

& The instruction was to take fire from the altar. Where are we picking up ours?



Part III — The Cost

The Silence of Aaron

When fire consumed his sons, Aaron was silent. Moses explained:
'‘By those who come near me I will be sanctified."”

Aaron understood something profound - God's glory outweighs
family, comfort, and reputation. There are no cultural exceptions.
God's holiness does not bend to sentiment.

If priests corrupt the fire, the people will never see the True
God.



Strange Fire to the Nations

"My mom did it, so I can too." "He does that - I don't think it's wrong."

When we carry strange fire to those we pray will be saved, we are not offering them the Gospel.
We are deceiving them. We are showing them a God we have fashioned on our own terms.

% Superficial service deceives the lost % Holiness is not optional in mission
Presumptuous worship does not lead The messenger is the message. A
people to repentance - it normalizes corrupted altar cannot produce genuine
compromise and obscures the holiness of converts.

God.



Part IV — The Answer

Jesus Christ: The True Fire and

the True Priest

Nadab and Abihu failed as priests with
strange fire.

But we have a message for the nations
— because of

Jesus Christ.




The Perfect Obedience and the Sacrifice

Perfect Obedience

Unlike Aaron's sons, Jesus
did nothing on His own
initiative. He only did what
He saw the Father doing. He
carried the fire of the Holy
Spirit perfectly - and He calls
us to do the same. Through
Him, we can.

The Sacrifice

On the Cross, the fire of
God's holiness - the same
fire that fell in Leviticus 10 -
fell on Jesus. He was
consumed by the judgment
we deserved, so we could be
set ablaze with His grace.

Our Mission

We do not go in our own fire.
We carry the fire of the Holy
Spirit, available to all who are
holy and surrendered. 70
carry this fire, we must be
holy.



Conclusion

A Call to the Altar

The fire that killed Nadab and Abihu is the same fire that accepted the sacrifice in chapter 9. The
difference was in their approach.

01 02 03

Examine Your Fire Recommit to the Holy God ~ Go! and make disciples of all nations
Are we serving God with Today, let us lay down every With nothing but the fire of the
strange fire? Are we relying on  substitute and recommit to Holy Spirit, carry His name to

His mercy while taking His carrying the pure, every tribe, tongue, and nation

grace for granted - forgetting unadulterated Gospel of Jesus - holy messengers of a holy
the cross and the nails? Christ to the unreached. God.



Our Prayer

I Thank God for separating us for His holy work.

I Ask you Father to purge us of all strange fire - every presumption,
every substitute, every compromise.

I I Ask you Father to be consumed by a passion for His holiness alone.

I Ask you Father that the fire of the Gospel may spread through us to
every tribe, tongue, and nation.

In Jesus name! Amen.
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